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Young Marine Exhibits Leatherneck Esprit de Corps

by MC1(SW⁄AW) AnTuan Guerry Journal assistant editor

	
Gunnery Sgt. Martin Word helps Young Marine Pfc. Taylor Batten “gown up” as she prepares to enter a room on the hospital’s recovery ward Oct. 18. 


Taylor Batten just wanted to be a Marine — The Few. The Proud. The Marines. 

Taylor, however, suffers from Turner Syndrome, a rare chromosomal condition that affects roughly one in 3,000 female births worldwide. The disease is characterized by a partially or completely missing second sex chromosome. 

Taylor is no stranger to hospitals. At 6 months old, she had heart surgery. Taylor has had five sinus surgeries as a result of her condition. She also suffers from chronic-fatigue syndrome, scoliosis and impaired visual-spatial functioning. 

“[We] have been overwhelmed by all the support and outreach,” Cathy said.“All she wants to be is a Marine. In her heart and soul, she is a Marine and that will never be taken away from her. I believe her path in life has been chosen, her love for her country and her love for her military is going to take her somewhere.” 

Taylor arrived to National Naval Medical Center Oct. 18, but she wasn’t here for another procedure. Decked in a desert camouflage uniform and dog tags, square-jawed and steely-eyed, she would have made any Marine proud. 

This“Marine” is focused on one thing; ensuring her troops are okay. 

“Oohrah,” the 12-year-old Taylor hollered as she was greeted by Marines in Bethesda’s Bldg. 10 lobby. 

When Taylor was made an honorary Young Marine private first class Oct. 8, the 7th grade student from Mendon Middle School in New Jersey, all of her dreams came true. 

Too young to enlist, Taylor began sending care packages to Marines in Iraq about 18 months ago because“it was the right thing to do,” she said. At the same time, she began a pen-pal friendship with a Marine stationed in Iraq, Sgt. Ben Pavlowsky. 

“He wrote her a lot and even came to visit [Taylor] at home with his family when he came home from Iraq,” Taylor’s mother Cathy recalled.“He said she was“an inspiration,’ and he made her an honorary Marine when he flew [an American] flag for her in Iraq on one of his missions.” 

“It was an amazing feeling,” Taylor said.“It made me feel strong.” 

Unbeknownst to her, Batten is an inspiration to many others too — especially her mother, who calls her daughter a“fighter.” 

“My daughter has been a fighter all her life ... we’re following her lead. She’s suffered a lot and I used to ask,“why is this happening to my daughter,’” Cathy said,“but now I’m convinced that this is her purpose ... she is a gift to me as a parent.” 

Cathy said the instant Taylor became an Honorary Marine, her whole perspective on life and her battle with the disease changed. 

“She became much stronger and so much braver,” Cathy said.“When she first found out she had to go to [National Institutes of Health], she was upset and cried and said she wanted no part of it.” 

Almost instantaneously, Cathy recalled, Taylor composed herself and said,“Marines don’t back down and I am not going to back down either, I want to go,” Taylor said. 

Like a true Marine, Taylor just“wanted to do her part” and check on her injured comrades at the National Naval Medical Center. Bethesda’s Marine Corps Liaison organized and coordinated her visit. Prior to the visit Cathy said she ensured Taylor was well aware of the severity of some of the injuries she might see at the hospital. 

“[Taylor] and I talked about her coming into the hospital and what she might see and how she would feel about it,” Cathy said.“As strong as she is, I have to remind myself she is still [only] 12 ... she never wavered in her desire to help out in any way she can.” 

Cathy said a big reason Taylor wanted to visit Bethesda’s wounded Marines is because she remembers her surgeries and how she felt, and she wanted her“guys to get better and strong and I can help do that.” 

“I’ve been in the Navy for 29 years and they have not made me an honorary Marine,” National Naval Medical Center Commander RDML Adam Robinson, Jr., told Taylor during her visit.“That must mean you’re really special.” 

In addition to visiting the hospital’s wounded, Taylor also witnessed Robinson conduct a Purple Heart ceremony for HN William Falcon who was injured in Iraq. 

Bethesda Marine Corps Liaison staff member Marine Staff Sgt. Nelson Merizalde said Taylor walks, talks and acts like a Marine. 

“[Taylor] has a lot of pride, honor, courage and commitment ... she is one of a kind,” said Merizalde, who was essential in scheduling her visit to Bethesda.“It’s not everyday that a 12-year-old wants to see injured Marines. She’s very loyal to what she does and what she stands for ... she carries herself like a true Marine.” 

Master Sgt. Terrell Jones, staff non-commissioned officer in charge of the Marine Casualty Service branch, said Taylor’s selflessness impressed him the most. He said Taylor didn’t ask for any special favors; she was just worried about the injured Marines. 

“The visit wasn’t about her,” Jones said.“We teach our Marines about selflessness during boot camp ... she understands giving ... at an early age — she gets it.”
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