People often don't give themselves enough credit. We often hear political, actor and reporter opinions. We also hear stories about amazing people who have done something amazing. And of course, we always hear about death. Particularly true when famous people die. It is truly a sad story. 

But we rarely hear about “average” Americans. Average Americans, who provide their money, time, love and cookies are the Americans that I meet all the time. They are the ones who truly make a difference - especially those who support Wounded Warriors.
I have created a picture, with help from SemperToon, in which I attempt to give credit to those who support all of us wounded warriors. When we are wounded, injured, or ill, it takes more than any of us expected. Initially we are Medevaced, and flown or driven to some kind of hospital. No surprise here, but that’s it. Everything after that is a surprise.
It starts with the impact of having a different doctor, maybe two new doctors. They are different people. They are not your doctor, who you went to combat with. He/she is not your leader, or your friend. This new doctor is not your brother.
And the good doctors, the really good ones, understand that. They spend some time chatting with you, trying to build your confidence in him/her. It's like they understand the potential for PTSD, which they will never claim. And eventually you will learn to trust this doctor.

Even more critical is your nurse. He/she is truly a supporter. They will come to your room and just sit down and chat with you. The nurse or medic/corpsman will be there 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Had a nightmare in 2 AM? They will be there.

And during that whole time, somebody from your family is there. Your wife, or your sister, or your mom, or dad, or girlfriend, somebody is there with you. Almost always. And whoever comes through your door, they are there. Inspecting them. If potential visitors pass the test (which they almost always do) they are allowed to come and visit.

And visitors do come by. Your old friends come by, making you laugh despite the pain. People you have never met will visit you. Thank you for your service. Average people. Famous people, Sergeants Majors, Generals, even the President of the United States will come now and then.
When you leave the hospital, and become an outpatient, visitors are not so common. That's when you get contacted by others. The most important thing of all is to see your unit - your team. They are the best support, no doubt. But there are other amazing people who support you. Donation organizations are key, providing opportunities for: skiing, fishing, sports, the Super Bowl game, on and on. And while the organizations are superb, without having America's willingness to support you through them, the entire thing will fail.
I had been to many places in the world. And I have dealt with civilians in many other countries. And I have always known that America is a different place. It is filled with people who will spend their own time and money just to help Wounded Warriors. And every little piece is important. 

But most people under-evaluate their input. They feel as if they have done nothing. Just a little here and a little there. “It's nothing”, they always say.
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What they do, whether a lot or a little, supports us Wounded Warriors and we are grateful.

And that is the message that I am trying to send. That is what the Team SemperMax T-shirt is all about.

Support does more for us than you realize. With one person, it will not work. But when thousands are involved, when thousands of people join a team, it will succeed.

Team SemperMax - Steadfast Support Throughout

One Team – Always Powerful!

Let's spread the word! 
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