Room to recuperate 
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	Healing place: Lt. Col. Tim Maxwell, his daughter Alexis and wife Shannon cut the ribbon at Maxwell Hall - Camp Lejeune's new barracks for troops wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan. Holding the ribbons are Maj. Gen. Robert Dick, left, and Lt. Gen. James Amos.
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A bomb's work is easy; it simply destroys, rips things apart. 

The challenging part is putting things back together. Thanks to medical technology, Marines wounded in Iraq or Afghanistan have help recovering. There are skin grafts, artery transplants - a whole number of surgical marvels that help them feel whole again. 

Yet there's other damage that's not as easy to see: isolation, loneliness, wanting nothing more than to be back with your unit, fighting the good fight. Being wounded is one of the few things that can make a Marine feel alone. 

Not anymore. 

Camp Lejeune officially dedicated its barracks for wounded warriors Tuesday, where Marines facing the tough rehab road can have shoulders to lean on and people to talk to. Dedicated as Maxwell Hall - in honor of Lt. Col. Tim Maxwell, a wounded Marine who blazed a trail for the creation of the barracks - it's a place where those who left parts of themselves overseas can finally heal. 

Lt. Gen James F. Amos, commanding general of II Marine Expeditionary Force, said the idea for the barracks began as a way to keep wounded Marines, who often recuperate by themselves in their hometowns, in touch with each other. 

"All these kids that are wounded, I wanted to be able to reach out and touch them," Amos said. 

Maj. Gen. Robert Dickerson, commander of Marine Corps Installations East and Amos' "partner in crime" in forming the barracks, said it's all about the young Marines who need help. 

"It's a place where we can keep our arms around them and return them to the U.S. Marine Corps or to society," he said. "This is for the young Marines. That's what all this is about." 

The barracks, which currently houses 11 Marines, is the first of its kind. Costing about $54,000 to renovate, the building has 14 first-floor rooms that are accessible with ramps and grab bars and two rooms that are wheelchair accessible. 

There is a driver assigned to the barracks who can take residents to doctor's appointments, and nurses come by on a regular basis to get them anything they may need. 

But the most important thing is the camaraderie, said Gunnery Sgt. Ken Barnes, who's the top enlisted man of the unit. Barnes, whose hand was wounded by a bomb in Iraq, said camaraderie is the greatest salve. 

"Seventeen days after my injury date, I was here at Camp Lejeune and it's, 'You're on your own, buddy,'" he said. 

"As a Marine, for once in my life I was on my own. You lose your sense of team. (In the Marines), you're either in a team, coming from a team or going to a team. 

"That team that we provide here is probably the most important reason we have this barracks," he said. "There are guys here that are days out of country. Having that teamwork immediately is a huge thing for them. They don't think they are messed up anymore." 

Of the 955 Marines from Camp Lejeune who have been wounded, 802 have returned to active duty. For the Marines of Maxwell Hall, that's their No. 1 goal. 

"My goal is, as soon as I'm healed up, I'm going back to my unit," said Sgt. Jack Durgala, who has lived in the barracks for about a week and a half. A 30-year-old from Binghamton, N.Y., Durgala was with Kilo Company, 3rd Battalion, 6th Marines in Iraq. On Oct. 17, he, in his words, "got into a fight with an IED but I walked away." 

His left foot was twisted around and shattered. He still has a hole in his right leg. Shrapnel got him in the stomach, and something - he's not sure what - sliced up his head. 

While his road to recovery is long, Durgala said he has a support system to help him succeed. 

"It's good to have people around to talk with that went through, if not the same thing as you, something similar," he said. 
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