Hello friends and family,

 

Wait, keep reading!  This is not a blast email asking for another donation for wounded Marines!!!

 

Yesterday marked the one-year anniversary of when I was shot in Iraq.  Somehow I have muddled my way this far, and I can sincerely say that I owe that accomplishment to the people on this email distribution list (there are probably others as well whose addresses I just couldn't find in my email account, so if you notice that I missed somebody, please pass this on to them.)  It has been a long year to say the least, and I know that I could not have done it without you. 

 

Some of you sprang into action as soon as I was injured, smoothing my way at Bethesda, providing reports to others, visiting me even when I looked like something from a horror movie (okay, some things don't change!), or contributing money for a special computer when it looked like I may never talk again.  Some of you helped take care of Dahlia, which was especially important to me.  Some of you came to my Purple Heart ceremony.  Some of you sent me very encouraging emails and/or cards which helped lift my spirits.  Some of you helped me with my new job at the Dept of Justice, which is an incredible opportunity for me.  One of you even fired a rocket from your helicopter at the insurgency in Iraq with my name on it!  And some of you saved my life in Iraq. 

 

I do not look at Oct 18 as a sad day, but rather as one that could have been disastrous but really has turned out be quite the opposite.  With one year already behind me, I should be completely physically healed just two years from now.  That time will fly by.  I am much closer to people who are important to me.  I am engaged to be married to an amazing woman.  I have a great job that I look forward to every day.  I have a lot to be thankful for because my life has changed drastically in the last year, and it has all been for the better. 

 

So, thank you for everything you have done for me.  I see it as part of my duties now to try to positively affect other wounded Marines who are not as fortunate as I am to have such an incredible support network.  I will start volunteering at Bethesda next week by simply spending a couple hours per month talking to Marines who have just come out of the ICU.  And yes, I will continue to plague you with emails soliciting donations for various organizations designed to help those who have given everything they can serving their country!  Just please be sure to know that although I still have a long way to go, thanks to all of you I know that it will be a piece of cake. 

 

 

Your friend,

 

 

Justin

