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Wounded Warriors tackle pier fishing
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Lance Cpl. Ryan Hughes had his first North Carolina saltwater fishing experience earlier this month. 

Members of N.C. Waterman want to make sure it's not his last. 

Members of the online fishing community have made a commitment to help get Camp Lejene's wounded warriors out on the water. 

"Take a Hero Fishing" is a program started by the online forum at www.ncwaterman.com. Its members take Marines and sailors from Camp Lejeune's Wounded Warriors Barracks on fishing trips. 

And with the help of the community, they are able to continue their support. 

"Because of community support we were able to raise $1,950 to purchase fishing licenses for the Marines," said Richard Phelps of N.C Waterman. 

Since March, Phelps has been collecting donations to pay for the fishing licenses. The current cost of a license is $15. 

Hughes was among a group of Marines who spent May 4 at Seaview Pier. 

"It feels nice to be out here and we're all very grateful for all of this," Hughes said. "We've been treated very well." 

Local fishermen such as Dale Shull of Sneads Ferry have been donating their fishing gear and their time to support the Marines. 

"I come out here all the time to fish, but I especially like coming out to here to support these guys," he said. 

Greg Ludlum, owner of the pier at North Topsail Beach, provided free access to the pier, as well as fishing poles, bait and free meals. 

"I don't mind donating my effort, and it's well-deserving to them," he said. 

Ludlum and fellow fisherman Frank Mumpower, who also provides free fishing trips for youth groups and church groups, hopes that donating time and supplies to the wounded will help to encourage more community involvement. 

"It's nice to see those men being treated like humans," Mumpower said. "They have done their jobs, and it feels nice to help them." 

The money that Phelps raised was donated from members of NCWaterman.com, as well as readers of The Daily News and other papers that featured the Take a Hero Fishing program. Phelps presented the donations to Robin Kelleher, president of Hope for the Warriors, a local nonprofit group that supports wounded warriors and their families. 

"This is a way to get them out of the barracks and get their minds off of any problems they may have," Phelps said. "It's a morale boost for them to know that people in the community are thinking of them." 

