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A week after a Camp Lejeune-based Marine was killed by mortar fire south of Baghdad, members of his unit captured several suspects in connection with a similar attack. 

Lance Cpl. Vincent M. Sullivan, 23, died July 23 from injuries sustained in the attack. He was a member of the reinforced 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment assigned to the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit. 

About 1 p.m. Friday, members of Sullivan's unit were attacked again by a half-dozen mortar rounds that landed near their position, according to a statement from the 24th MEU. Although there were no injuries, Marines took pursuit, it said. 

Working with the Iraqi National Guard, Marines cordoned off the area from which the mortar attack was launched and called in aircraft from Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 263, according to the statement. Such a reinforced squadron typically includes AV-8A Harrier "jump jets" and four models of Marine Corps helicopters. 

The pilots reported seeing three men running from bushes and then boarding a bus, according to the MEU's statement. A combined anti-armor team - which normally includes several Humvees armed with .50-caliber machineguns, MK-19 automatic grenade launchers, a TOW antitank missile launcher, and - went to the area to join the search. 

Marines took three individuals into custody and found a hidden weapons cache complete with a mortar system, AK-47 rifles, extra magazines and grenades. 

"We're pretty excited about it. Our boys did a heck of a job, and it was good to get an early win," Capt. Dave Nevers, a 24th MEU spokesman, said in a telephone interview Tuesday. 

"But there's no time for stopping," he said. "We have plenty more to do." 

To locate the source of such attacks, Marines can use counter-battery radar, which detects incoming artillery rounds in a matter of seconds, and thus helps determine where it came from and where it's headed. 

The system uses Doppler radar. It sends out a beam and detects what's there when a signal comes back, Nevers said. 

"It's very accurate and very fast," Nevers said. "It allows us to return fire or engage the enemy in another way if that's appropriate." 

Counter-battery radar was developed during the Cold War to detect Soviet-made weapons, Nevers said. Since insurgents are now using those same weapons to harass U.S. troops, it is an essential piece of equipment, he said. 

The Marines are in the North Babil province, which is south of Baghdad. They are working from forward operating bases near Mahmudiyah and Iskandariyah. About 900,000 people live in the area, and a small number of insurgents appear to be testing the Marines who took over operational control there last week. 

"If these punks think they can lob mortar rounds at us with impunity while we hide in our base camps, we've got news for them," said Lt. Col. Tim Maxwell of Jacksonville, a 24th MEU operations officer. 

Members of the 24th MEU are busy getting to know the area and building relationships with the civilian community. 

"We're doing patrols around the clock; it is a very aggressive robust security posture," Nevers said. "This is not a fortress. Â… We don't intend to hole up here. We're out in the community." 

Col. Ron Johnson, the 24th MEU commander, said the community is not the safest place to be. 

"It's a dangerous environment. There are thugs, criminals and terrorists who want to upset the progress that the new Iraqi government is making," Johnson said. "(But) the majority of Iraqis are fantastic people, (and) eventually they are going to be able to solve their own problems. This is a problem created over 30 years, but we will eventually prevail. We all need to be patient, both Americans and Iraqis." 
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