Group sewing comfort for wounded warriors 
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CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. — The roadside bomb that destroyed Sgt. Karl Klepper’s ankle changed his life in many ways. For one, it limited his wardrobe.

“There was a period of about a month when all I could wear was a pair of sweat pants cut down the leg,” Klepper said. “If I wanted to wear something clean, I had to take them off and wash them.”

Anyone who has been injured and forced to wear an arm cast or a leg brace can understand the aggravation of trying to squeeze a plaster or plastic protuberance through the too-small hole of a sleeve or pant leg. Few understand it better than military warriors like Klepper, who once fought against insurgents in Iraq but now must battle against the inconveniences brought on by their injury.
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	Helping hand: Becky Klepper shows user-friendly clothing to some of the wounded Marines at Camp Lejeune. The group, Sew Much Comfort, creates specially designed clothes that are easily accessible and inconspicuous — with the help of some carefully concealed Velcro.


Now, a nonprofit group called Sew Much Comfort is trying to make life a bit easier for those wounded in the line of duty. The group creates specially designed clothes that are easily accessible and inconspicuous — with the help of some carefully concealed Velcro. 

A shipment of the clothing was recently delivered to Camp Lejeune’s barracks for “Wounded Warriors.” It was established last year to provide wounded Marines the camaraderie and support they need while recovering. 

Klepper’s wife, Becky, on Wednesday showed a group of Marines living in the barracks how the clothing works. She serves as Sew Much Comfort’s “ambassador” to Camp Lejeune.

“You can get dressed on your own for the first time in a long time,” she said, pulling a pair of shorts apart. “And it makes you feel a little bit better when you go into public. People won’t ‘ooo and ah’ at your wounds anymore.”

Her husband, for one, wished he had them after he was wounded in September in Iraq. His humvee struck a roadside bomb near Karmah. The blast flipped the vehicle into a drainage ditch, pinning Klepper underneath, by the ankle. 

He’s had at least seven surgeries since, and all manner of plates and screws have been inserted into the joint. He said the clothes would have come in handy if they had been available when he wore a cast.

“(These clothes) would have been a godsend,” he said.

Lt. Col. Tim Maxwell, the Marine whose name adorns the Wounded Warrior barracks, said the clothing is one of those seemingly simple ideas that make a world of difference. 

“It’s a huge advantage,” Maxwell said. “We’ve got a lot of guys sent here with parts of their body that don’t work properly. I couldn’t get my arm in a shirt. It’s that simple, simple stuff, but it means so much.” 

Maxwell was wounded in Iraq when a mortar fell near his tent. Shrapnel lodged in his head, face and arm. Despite the serious wounds, Maxwell remains an active-duty Marine.

Both an inspiration and key founder of the Wounded Warriors barracks, Maxwell said America is learning what it needs to do to support the wounded troops. Ideas such as easy-access clothing, while seemingly obvious, are the kind that improves lives.

“I never thought of that, but what a great idea,” he said.

For more information, log onto www.sewmuchcomfort.org.

